
TWE.VT1 -N WITH CONOKKW,
First Session.

TtttPAV, March 17, 1S46.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The Houae, in pursuance of iia order of yesterday,met tliia morning at ten o'clock.
Very few members were present.
The clerk proceeded to read the journal.
Mr. TIBBATI'S moved that the further reading

be dispenaed with.
Mr. DROMliOOLE wished the journal to be

read, that it nught be teen what kind of entries were
made of the proceedings of last night.
The SPEAKER put the question on the motionthat the further reading of the journal bt

dispensed with.
And it was decided in the negative.
So the Houae refuted to dispense with the further

reading.
The reading of the journal was then concluded,

and it waa approved.
Mr. T1LUEN rose to inquire whether he was

returned on the journal aa having been arrested?
The Clerk (replying through the Speaker) said

no; none of the members were so returned. The
words on the journal were these: "Reported to the
House as present."
Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, he said, to a correction

of the journal. He understood that the names ol
those members who appeared after the doors were

closed, were reported as having been arretted by the
Serjeant-at-Arms.

I he Clerk (again replying through the Speaker)
Iraiu mo, mc cmry wm inai uic oer^raiu ni-.vrin»

reported to the Speaker that member* who did not
aoawer to their nemei, und were not excuaed, were

preaent, Ac.
Mr. DROMOOOLE. My object i* to make a

distinction between thoae members who were waitingat the door, and hod voluntarily arrived, and
those who came under process served by the Sergeant-et-Arms;so that he may not gel pay for thoae
who were waiting here ready to enter when the
doors were opened.

Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON. So far a. the
journal goes, it aeema to me that there can be no

difference between thoae member* who were standingat the door and those whom the Sergeant-atAraiabrought in. If the gentleman did nut desire
that these tecs should be paid out of the contingent
fund, he should have thought of it last night.
Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the House resolve

itself into Committee of the Whole 011 the slate of
the Union.
Mr. ATKINSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish the

journal to be corrected. It speaks falsely.
Mr. TIBBATTS (scarcely heard from the deep

recesses of his abode 011 the right of the Speaker)
was understood to suggest that these corrections
could be made after the question before the House
had been disposed of.
Mr. ATKINSON. The correction will not take

a moment.
The SPEAKER. It is a privileged question.

The gentleman will proceed.
Mr. ATKINSON. I suppose that o gentleman

desires that anything should appear on the journal
which la not true, or wishes to prevent me from
making the correction. The journal ahowa that 1
w»a tn the custody.nf the Sergeant-at-Arms. Now,
1 did not aee the Sergeant-at-Arms at all yealertlay.
The entry on thejournal waa read.
Mr. ATKINSO>f. 1 aver that 1 waa not out of

my houae alter sunset; the record ta not true.
The SPEAKER. The journal will be corrected

accordingly.
Mr. TILDF.N. I alao wiah a correction made as

regarda myaelf. The Sergeant-at-Arma had no right
to take cognizance of ipy being preaent. 1 waa not
preaent under hia authority.
Mr. O. S. HOUSTON. Since the journals are

being corrected, I wiah it may be corrected in relationto the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. BatNacnHorr,]who rita in front of me, and who ia not at
| thia moment in hia teat. 1 know that he came into

the hall laat night, and aaked me what courae he
ohould pereue He aaid that he waa out of the hall,
but that he had got in without the knowledge of
the Sergeant-at-Arma; yet he is reported among those
brought up by that officer.

I wiah to put an inquiry to the Speaker. Una it
ever been decided by the House, or by the Speaker,
that an adjournment of the Houae, after arrests

1 made on a call of the Houae, discharges members
arrested ?
The SPEAKER. The chair so decides. All the

precedents have so decided.
Mr G. S. HOUSTON. Does the chair find that

the effort has ever been made f
The SPEAKER, (doubtfully heard, was understoodto say:) The universal practice ofthe Househad been in accordance with the decision he had

inude.
Mr. TII.DEN. I move that the journal be correctedas regards myself.
The SPEAKER said, the journal would lie correctedaccordingly.
Mr. SCHENCK was understood to say that his

name appeared on the list of those brought into the
Houae by the Sergeant-at-Arms. Such was not the
fact. He had not seen that officer, and had come
to the House without warning or summons.

After a brief conversation between Mr. R. C.
SCHENCK and the SPEAKER, leading to no action,
The SPEAKER laid before the House the followingexecutive communications:
A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting,

in answer to a resolution of the House of the 17th
ultimo, reports of surveys of the Tennessee river;which letter and reports were laid upon the table.

RIVERS AND HARBORS.

The question on the motion of Mr. T1BBATTS
having been taken, and decided in the affirmative,the House resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Thomas
Smith, of Indiana, in the chair,) and resumed the
consideration of the bill making appropriations for
the improvement of certain liprbors and rivers.
Mr. WOODWARD was entitled to the floor, and

addressed the committee during the hour. After
, disclaiming any unfriendly feeling towards the West.

and expressing the disposition that he felt to gratifyhis western friends in anything which was consistentwith his sense of duty, he proceeded to speak ol
the bill before the House. It would have been most
grateful to hia feelings, he said, if lie could have regardedit with reference to the question of expediency,but he had strong reasons for looking rather to
the question of power. He thought the Houae
ought to be encouraged to look at that question. In
some respects it wan at this lime a question dt novo.
He considered the bill as operating to revive an explodedand abandoned system; abandoned not onlyfor its inexpediency and its manifest injustice, but
for the want of constitutional authority in this body.Andhetrusted that his friends would make battle
and fight this question of power once more; although
he admitted it was n question on which little could
be said that was interesting to the taste, or to the
imaginations of gentlemen.
Dry as this constitutional question was, however,

he should discuss it upon the broadest principles of
common sense, and endeavor to put it in such a|y shape as, lie believed, the most illiterate man could

I not misapprehend. Mr. W., objecting first to thisI bill, that whether regarded in reference to the quesItion of constitutional power or of expediency, it wasI not sintemalie, and remarking that this alone pre-

Iwenled an insuperable objection to it, proceeded to
3 examine and analyze the various proviaiona of the
I constitution under which the power was claimed,

and to show that it wus not legitimately embraced
in any of them.
""Devoting the greater portion of Ilia time to thin
branch of the argument, Mr. W. adverted briefly,
towards its cloao, to the question of expediency,

aThere was enough known to satisfy the House that
however unquestionable the power itself might he,
it ought not to be exercised. The practical operaItiouof the principle would be in a short time to convertthis body into a rendezvous of demagogues
coming here actuated by no higher motives than to

carry out the local and selfish views of the constituencywhom they themselves had misled and corrupted.The power in itself was glaringly unjust.
Why concede to a great river what was denied to a

small one Why should men claim to be the [iets
of power, because they had been the favorites ofnaMr.

W. was cut off before he had concluded this
branch of his srgument.

Mr. BOWLIN obtained the floor, Itnd yielded to
Mr. GROVKR, who gave notice of an amendmentto appropriate, for a survey of the Alleghany

river between Olean and Pittsburg, f|0,000
And to Mr. DK MOTT, who gave notice of the

follow ng: For the improvement of the harbor at
Pultenevville, on Lake Ontario, $10,000.
Mr. BOWLIN, assigning as one great reason for

his addressing the committee, the attacka which had
been made upon the appropriation for the harbor of
8t. Lotus, and promising to be brief in bis remarks,
to accommodate the many gentlemen who were desirousof *t>eaking, proceeded to address the committee,taking tip the argument (aa he said) at the
point where the gentleman from Snath Carotins
| Mr. Woonwasn) hsd left if. The gehtlemsn hsd
talked about the "public plunder" in relation to the
Mississippi river, and of which the West was the

recipient. He indignantly repudiated such an idea,
and dwelt upon the manner in which the West,
from its flrst settlement, hsd ever been made the

subject of most oppressive "public plunder," for

(be benefit ami enriching of the Ka»t A thing u

paralleled in (he history of any government uml
the canopy of high heaven.iheir people had lie
required to drain (heir own reeourcee in paymc
for the landa on which they eetlled.(he revenue g
ing into the trearury, to be exfwndcd on other p<
ttona of the country; and they had contributed or
Italf of the twenty million dollais paid into t
treasury, not one cent of which they would recti
in return, unleee ihm bill were paaeed. Hn tc
gentlemen that thie elate of thing* could not loi
exist; the energies of eny people could not lot
aland up under aueh a ayatem. '

This House wut not the beet place to learn agrc
reverence for the conaiitution. Those gentlem
who prided themselves upon being straight jacket
in their conairucti'm were found, on some occ
sions, to strain ilmt instrument as far as other ge
itemed- He reCcired to ihe grants of pensions, fin
log bounties, the appropriations for !ight-hous<
fur the coast survey.the salaries wusied upiwhich, he said, would draw all the snaga from t
Mississippi river.and for other purposes whi
were equally inconsistent with the striclnese of co

slruclion professed by gentlemen, ae the clearn
out ot anags and removal of obstaclea to the migh
commerce of the Weat.
He look this ground.and he held it was tl
1

rue ground.either that the position he occEvas correct, or that of the gentleman fru
Carolina, [Mr. Ilncrr,] who would fell

down the government by so strict a construction
the conslituUon as to make it an entirely imprac
cable machine.

[Mr. Rhxtt explained ]
l'hey owed the protection of the VVeel to the fii

western President we ever liad.to Gen. Jacksri
He look the middle ground on tlua subject. I
[Gen. J ] did not pretend to say that rivers and hi
bors could not be the subject of improvement; b
lie laid down that they must bo national, in conti
distinction to local; that they must be general,
contradistinction to private, in then character; a
he acted upon that distinction, and signed bills I
improvements of thu character.
Touching upon many other points, he came to l

proposed appropriation for the harbor at St. Lot
of $75,000,m exposition of the object of which,
reply to the remarks of Mr. Jones, of Tenncsst
aud of Mr. McClebnsnu, [to whom he gave w<
for explanation,] lie stated that the ancient chant
of the Mississippi whs on ihe St. Louis side; hut
the abrasion on the opposite bank, which was of
alluvial soil, the river had spread out some hi
mile beyond its natural breadth, so as to he render
everywhere shallow; but the deep water still was
the St. Louis aide. The appropriation, then, w
for the removal ofolistacles to the navigation of t
Mississippi river at that point; and it was to preser
it in us ancient channel.in the channel which
had ever occupied since the white man first visit
it.and not to make a channel against the laws
nuture and of God, as had been alleged by.gent
men. <

Some conversation arose between Mr BOWL!
and Mr. MlsCLBRNAND as to the relative deti
of the river u|x>n the Missouri and the Illinois iiui
and to the stute of the tiver at St. Louis.
Mr. B. enforced with great earnestness the clan

of the Mississippi in view ofits vast commerce, a

the great number of lives passing over it annuall
as a national work, nnd one in an eminent degi
entitled to receive some small share of the appi
priatmua SO long withheld.a partiality unwort
of the government, lavished upon other sections
the country.
Mr. TIBBATTS said he should not have fce

tended for the tloor ami I thu presa of competito
n.H ,1 nnl f.ir Ili» t'-.-l ll..l lu I....I I...I .k. U.

or to report this bill by order of the Committee
Commerce. Me noticed first, and replied to, t
terms of strong condemnation in which this bill h
been characterized by Mr. Patnc; arid then pass
to the merits of the bill. And in the outset ha
pudiated and scorned all selfish considerations in t
course which he had taken upon this bill. Mot o
dollar of the appropriations included under it w
to be expended within the district which he had t
honor to represent. It was true, he had taken
special interest in the Louisville and Portland can
but he did not reside within 150 miles of that can
Mr. T. devoted but a lew words to the advocacythis item, yielding for explanation to Mr. Pats
and staling that he had a bill upon the calendar (
vole*! specially to this work which he should c
deavor to bring to the consideration of the House
the earliest practicable period.
They might forgive southern gentlemen for opj

xition to western appropriations, because (in t
language of the Scriptures) they know not wl
they do. They were not acquainted with theexu
and value of the commerce of the West; but he w
astonished at the course a western member (MMcClerkaxd) had yesterday taken in oppositi
to it.
Some explanations took place between Mr. TI

BATTS and Mr. McOLERNAND aa to the pe
uon occupied by the latter gentleman on this su

ject, the doctrines of the democratic party of t
State of Illinois upon it, and Mr. McC.'s consiste

cy therewith, Ac.
Mr. T. then proceeded at some length to an arg

ment in favor of the constitutional power of Co
grcsa over the improvements contemplated by tl
bill; referring, also, in support thereof, to the pi
cedents of the uniform action of the democratic pi
ty from the foundation of the government, and
the opinions und approval of every President ele<
ed by the democratic party from General Washin
ton to Mr. Folk, reading especially and commei
ing upon extracts from the messages of Prestder
Monroe and Jackson. He read from a list of t
appropriations made during the successive years
the administrations of General Jackson and M
Van Buren, and declared the fact that there w
not a single river contained in this bill for whi
appropriations had not been made during eve

yeur of General Jnclcson's administration and eve
year of Mr. Van Burcn's, so long as there was ar

money in the treasury, signed and approved by bo
of these democratic Presidents; still gentlemen h
attempted to invoke their high authorities in suppt
of their plea that these works were unconstii
tional.
Mr. T. then vindicated these work* from t

charge of being sectional in their character, ai
showed their vast importance, as being the channi
of commerce for the western valley, which coi
merce now equalled twice the amount of all our f(
eij^n commerce.l'he gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Rhet
had said that the South asked for nothing. Th
certainly then had no right to complain. But t
gentleman knew that the committee had no right
report upon appropriations not referred to them,
the South sent impracticable men here who wot
not Bend their matters to the committees, the or
remedy was to send prncti able men. The gentlem
talked about following the constitution to the gra'The constitution he spoke of was but the creation
his own brain. Such a rickctty, nerveless, imbec
thing.the sooner it went to the grave the bett
and the less pomp, and circumstance, and show
grief they made over it the better would they c<
suit the honor of its parentage.Mr. T. having concluded,
Mr. COCKE obtained the floor, and yielded,the request of G. S. HOUSTON, who, in referer

to the declaration of Mr. Tibbatt* that the Sot
had asked for nothing, inquired of the gentlemar,e.. 'r. .. .. 1.-f-. .1.
...» .e.nrewcc ii.ci lull litiutr mm commiin
and presented to tlicm by resolutions previous to t
reporting of the bill.
Mr. TIBBATI'S replied that the gentleman m

interpreted entirely what he antd. He aaid that
gentleman front South Carolina had said that t
South asked for nothing. The Tenneaaee river w

presented to that committee, but no information w

presented 10 them in relation to it. He did
blame the gentleman from Tennessee for it, becat
the information was not obtained from the exei
live department until this morning. Another rear

why they had not included it wan, that it travel
one step beyontl the scone that the committee h
marked out for itself. They had appropriated or
for the Hudson and the Mississippi, and its mi
branches.
Aflersoma further conversation,
Mr. COCKE resumed the floor, fie declined

discuss the constitutional question, but would go
far ns to say that he believed the general gove
mrnthad power to make works of internal impro
menl, so far as these works were of general or
tional interest; but that it had not the power to mi
internal improvements on rivers or harbors, or at

where else, in amen where the worn* were ol
purely local chnructer. To th's extent he beliei
that the question of constitutional power had b<
clearly settled by the history of the government, h

by the policy of every administration from its foi
datinn to this time.
Mr. C. devoted his hour almost exclusively to

claims which the amendment of his colleague,-[R
Crozikr,] for the improvement and continuation
the carml round the Muscle shoals, in the Tenn
see river, end for removing obstructions in tl
river, had upon the consideration of Congresa,
reason of its notional importance, and of the dif
aive benefits held out by it to the Union, and es|
cially to the whole weatern country.Rut a few moments remained of the lime allotl
to debate.
Mr. D. P. KINO brought to the attention of t

committee the amendment of which he had giv
notice, and said a word or two in its support.

Messrs. E. B HOLMES, BELL, 8YKE8, a

n> ROBERTS, respectively gave notice of amendment*
ler they intended t'i offer.
en Mr. CLARKE aaid he had daaired, had he

,nt been successful in obtaining the floor at an tarry.lier period, to have given hia view*. He could only
'tf. say now that he was one of those who opposed the
ie- "hole system of internal improvements as unconhesututional, unequal, and oppressive.
ve After a word or two of conversation by Messrs.
,l<j G 8. HOUSTON and CROZIER,

The hour of two having arrived, the committee

proceeded to vote.
b Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON some time since

proposed to strike out all this amendment after the

rn word "For," with which it commences, and to insert
the following:

4- "The improvement ef the Teneeviee river sn-l lt» trlhii.
n tarlaa. the *nni offlve hundred thouceml doll-irs; one-half of

««i.t «um * shove eppropnatsH nhsll lis expended between
h" tlie city ol Knoxvills. in tastsru Tsnnauss and lbs head
ss, of the Musrle nhoalx. la the Mate of Alabama, the other
nn halfabora the cttr of Knoxvills. upon ths Holaton. Krencb
L Broad, and Nolsebacky rivara Tha aum aa ahove appro.
8 pnatad »hali ba expendad undar tba auperinlandenca of

ch t>e I'ommiaiionsra, whoaa appointment ahall hartsfter ba
n- provided and thsirdutiaa defined by law

"t or tha improvamant of tha Cumberland rivar. in the
Slate of Tennsaaas, tbw aum of two hundred and fifty thou(yland Jollara Tha aum » abova appropriated ahall lie ex

peuded between the mouth of aaid rivar wild ths Ceney
ie Kork. In Whits county, Teiinaaaes " Rejected,
u* The question was then taken on the amendment
m of Mr. Crouch, (heretofore published,) making an

*r appropriation for the Muscle Shoal canal, and for
of the removal of obstruction! in the Tennessee river;
ti* which, by veaa 75, noes 79, was rejected.

Mr. YANCEY moved an amendment, appropriating$50,000 for the improvement of the harbor at
"St Mobile; which, by ayes 13, noes not counted, was

n rejected.
Ie Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL offered en amendir-ment, proposing an appropriation of $10,000 lor the
>ut improvement of theTnsmes river; ayea 30, noea
'a* not counted. Rejected.
in Mr. TIBBATTS, under inatructione from the
"d Committee on Commerce, moved a verbal amendbrmend in the item for the harbor at Buffalo; (which

waa subaequently agreed to.)
he Some conversation followed on a point of order
us between Meaers. COBB, TIBBATTS, and the
in CHAIRMAN.
:e, (Mr. THOS. B. KING complained that members
I»y could hear nnthine, and see very liitU )
iel Mr. TIBBATTS offered a series of amendments,
by under the instructions of the committee who reportnned the bill, which led to some further discussion on
If a point of order, the result of which was that the

cd bill was ordered to be read by sections, that amendonmeats might be oflered in the appropriate places,
as A great number of amendments were offered,
be Some of them were very imperfectly heard, but
ve they were lugged in, according to their order, in the
it best manner in which we could get hold of them,
ed By Mr. SAWYER: To reduce the appropriation
of for tne break water at Burlington. Lake Champlntn,
Ie- from fifteen to twelve thnuaand dollars. Rejected.

The item of $10,000 for the improvement of the
N harbor at Port Ontario, on Lake Ontario, being
th read.
ca, Mr. HOUGH moved to strike out $10,000, and

to insert $15,000. It wnx negatived,
ns The item of '$5,000 for the improvement of Big
nd Sodus l«sv, on Lake Ontario, being read.
y, Mr. DE MOTT moved to strike out $5,000, and
ee to insert $10,000 It was negatived,
to- By Mr. PRESTON KI-NG To amend the item
iiy appropriating "$20 000 for the construction of a
of dredge boat for Lake Ontario," bv adding the words

anil icir uir river 01. i^wrcnce. /\$;rceii i«».

>n- "y ^'r' HUNT For fhe improvement o(
rg the harbor of Eighteen-mile creek, on Lake Outam-r'°- $5,000. Rejected.
on (A message waa received front the Senate, by A.

Dickens, esq., informing the House of the passage
.j by the Senate of certain bills, Ac.l

By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL : For the purpose
re_ of making a survey and investigation of the river
lie Delaware, with a view to the construction of iceneharbor*. $3,000. Rejected.

By Mr. FICKLIN t That the sum of $30,000 be
and the same is hereby appropriated for the im,provement of the harbor at Mt. Carmel, $.">0,000 for

-I the improvement of the harbor at Vmcennea,
al' -33,000 for the improvement of the harbor and steamnjrboat landing at Leroy, $35,000 for.the improvement
;r of the harbor at Hutsonville, $35,000 for the im|e'provement of the harbor at York, and $30,000 for
,n. the improvement of the harbor at Danvin, on the
aI VVabash river. Negatived.

The item of $20,000 for the harbor at the mouth
of Genesee river, being reud.

he Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out $20,000 and
la| to inner! $15,000 Negatived.
!nl 15y Mr. 1'hKKl; 1 he amendment given in yesterday'sproceedings in relation to the Chesapeake
ir and Ohio Canal Company. Rejected.
on By Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES: For the improvementof the harbors of Texas, two millions of dolg_lars. Rejected.
gj. By Mr. E. B. HOLMES: For the improvement of

llie mouth of Sandy Creek, on Lake Ontario, ten
l, thousand dollars. Rejected.
n_ By Mr. DE MOTT: For the improvement of the

harbor at Pultneyville, on Lake Ontario, ten thousanddollars: Rejected.
By Mr. SED£K)X: For the removal of obstruc)(gtionB to the navigation of James river, between the

-e- c'ly Richmond anil Harrison's liar, and the im(r_provement of the port of snid city, in the State of
Virginia, the sum of $40,000. Rejected.

c(_ By Mr. SAWYER: To reduce ihe appropriation
|f> for the harbor at Buffalo from fifty thousand dollarsto fourteen thousand dollars; by ayes 35, noes

lU 106, rejected.
By Mr. SIMS: For the survey and location of a

0f route for a railroad, and for the construction of the
jr same, from a suitable point on the Mississippi, or

' Missouri, to the Southwest pass in the Rocky
,u mountains. Rejected.

By Mr. STEWART: That ;he proceeds of the
sales of the public lands be appropriated to make a

1 y
railroud from Pittsburg to Oregon, under the direc.l tion of the Secretary of War.

afj Amendment by Mr. CONSTABLE: The said
t road to be located north, of the 49th parallel. [Not

entertained. J
Amendment of Mr. Stewaut rejected.

l By Mr. BRODHEAl): For the improvement of
j the Columbia river in Oregon, $1I!0,000." By Mr. CONSTABLE To add "after the expirnlionof twelve months from this day." [Not

entertained.]
By Mr. A. JOHNSON: To add to Mr. Brodihead's amendment: "For the construction of a

canal though the isthmus of Darien, connecting the
^ waters of the Pacific with the Atlantic, one million
lo dollars; to lie expended under the direction of the
j,. Secretary of War, and such other persons, not ex.ijceeding five in number, as may be appointed by the

(l President.
*, The chair decided this amendment out of order.* Mr. RATHBUN, (adverting to Mr. Brodhead's
0f amendment,) had no objection (he aaid) to a little
,jr sport, but he thought it was carrying the thingrather too far, to propose an appropriation for the
0f Columbia river, until we knew whether we owned it.

Several voices: "But the title is elear and unquestionable,you know."
Mr. RATHBUN made a remark, of which, in

the confusion, nothing was heard except that he
al had no doubt of our title.
lca The CHAIRMAN said the amendment was in,th order.

It was rejected.
Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES indicated, but did not

"c take, an appeal from the decision of the Chair,
ruling out of order Mr. Andrew Johnson')

lis- amendment.
ihr Mr. GEORGE W. JONES offered the following[he amendment in lieu of the whole bill after the enactrasing clause That there be, and hereby is, approvesprinted out of any money in the treasury, not other-
tot wise appropriated, $1,500,000 for objects of internenal improvements in the tieveral State* of the
ttt- Union, to be distributed and paid over to the sevioneral States according to their federal representation,led Mr. J. would remark that, in his opinion, theisd amendment was equally unconstitutional with the
ily bill, in lieu of which he offered it, and if adopted,tin lie should vole ngainst the bill as amended. But li

this money is to be unconstitutionally drawn from
the treasury, he thought this the more just and

to equitable mode.
so The motion was not at present in order,
rn- Mr. NORRIS moved the following item :
ve- To improve the navigation of the Cochieo river
na- and the harbor of Dover, New Hampshire, $10,000.ike Rejected.
iy- By Mr. LA SERE: For dredging the bars at the
a mouths of the Mississippi river, and constructing'ed the necessary works to keep the channel openten $50,000. Rejected.nd By Mr. SCAMMON For a pier on the harbor

jn- of Cape Porpoise, in the Slate of Maine, a* reportedby Colonel Abert of the Bureau of Topograph!thecal Engineers, $5 (KM), rejected.Ir. By Mr. 8YKES : Ten thousand dollars for imofproving the navigation of the Delaware river bees-tween Trenton and Bordentown, in accordance with
ist the surveys made under the direction of the United
by States engineers. Rejected.
Tu- By Mr. COBB: For the improvement of the Flint
fie- rivsr, Georgia. $50,000. Rejected:

By Mr. DELANO, ( on behalf of Mr. Root:):ed For (ha harbor of Black river, on Lake Erie, $3,000.
Rejected

he By the same: For the harbor of Vermillion,
en $1,400. Rejected.

By Mr.GIDDINOS: For improving the harbor
nd at Coneaut, $10,000. Rejected

<r

I By Mr. DELANO: For the improvement ofi
Mnumee bay and river, $20,000.ayee 55, noea fc
Rejected.
By Mr. McCLEHNAND: For the improt

ment of ihe navigation of the Ohio river at l
Grand and Little Chaina, near the confluence
the Cumberland and Tenneaeee rivere, $50,000 "

By Mr. PAYNE: Thai every aurplus dollar
treaaury, alter deducting the legitimate expen
turea of government, be distributed among t

Statea, according to the federal ratio of renreaen
lion, to Lk) applied by the States for the purpose
regulating commerce, by digging canals, or purrhi
lug thoee already dug; building roads, clearing <

rivers, making harliora, establishing ferriea, ere

nig bridgea, &r , &e It' jaded
By Mr. BKOCKENBUOUOH: To dietnb

among the eevernl Slates. according in Ihe pro v

ione of thedaposhe'aci, all the money inlhe treasi
on the let of October next, not o'hcrwiee approp
aied, exceeding one million of dollars. Rejected
By the Mr BELL (read for information onl

To deposit* with the aeveral Slates ihe mm of t
millions of dollar*, in part payment of the fou
instalment.
A motion was made that the committee ri

Rejected.
The item of f 10,000 for the harbor of Southpt

in Wieconein, was read.
Mr MARTIN moved to atrike out 510,000,«

inaert |I5,000. Negatived.
Mr. MARTIN moved to ineert the follow

item:
"To aid in the construction of a harbor at

mouth of Sheboygan river, 011 the weatern ah
of Lake Michigan. 510,000." Negatived.
By Mr. DANIEL P- KING: For the complet

of the breakwater at Sandy bay, Maaaachuae
thirty thousand dollara.
For the improvement of the harbor at Lar

cove, seven thousand dollars.
For the preaervation of Lynn harbor and Nah

beach, twenty thousand dollara.
By Mr. TIBBATTS, (from the Committee

Commerce:) For the works at Bridgeport, Conn
ticul, 515,000. Agreed to.

By the same: For obstructions in the harbor
Provtdena, Rhode Island, Agreed to.

H r M JfcABBOTT 'or improving the harboi
Newburyport, and (lie navigation of the Merrimi
river, in Maaeachutelt*. 515,000. Rejected
By Mr. MelLVAINE: For the construction c

light-house on the Brendywine shoals, in the ri

Delaware, $10,000 Rejected.
By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON For the

prnvement of ihe harbor at North Gut, on Li
Erie. 111 the Stale of Pennsylvania, $5,000.
By Mr. TRUMAN SMITH For complet

worln already commenced liy the government of
United State* for improving the harbor of Houlhp
in the State of Connecticut, $15,000. Kejec'ed.
By the mint: For improving (in conformity v

urveye and ratimatee heretofore made by the g
ernment of the United State*) the harbor of Stt
ford, in the State of Connecticut, $15,000. Kejec
By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON. For the itnprr

ment of the Alleghany river between Pittebi
Pennsylvania, and Olean, New York. $50,000.
jected.
By Mr. GROVF.R: For a survey of the Alleg

ny river between Olean and Pitlaburg, $10,000.
jected.
The item of $15,000 for the harbor of Newcat

in Delaware, being read.
Mr. HOUSTON moved to strike out $15,000,

to insert $40,000 Negatived.
p

The item of $75,000 for continuing the work
the Delaware breakwater being read.
Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the same

striking out $75,000, and insert $100,000.
It was negatived.
By Mr. HAMPTON: For the commeneemen

a breakwater on Crow ahoal, at Cape May rot

in the Deleware bay, $100,000, to Ire expended un

the direction of the Secretary of War.
By Mr. CUNNINGHAM: For the survey

Galveston harbor, $1,000. Rejected.
By Mr. TIBBATTS, (also under iHstructioi

For removing the obstructions in Newark b
$15,000. Agreed to.

By the aanie: For improving the harbor at Ha
de Grace, $20,000. Agreed to.

By Mr. CROZIER: For the improvement
continuation of the canal round the Muscle aho
in the Tennessee river, and for removing
alructions in said river, $100,000; by ayes 78, r

58, agreed to.

By Mr. GILES: To strike out the item for
Louisville and Portland Canal.by ayea 76, r

77, rejected.
By Mr. DOUGLASS: And also for the pure!

of the Illinois and Michigan canal from the Stat
Illinois, such sum as may be necessary; winch
President of the United States is hereby author
to purchase, if it can be obtained on such term
he shall deem a fair and reasonable price, for
purpose of opening a ship canal between stud It
and the Gulf of Mexico, with a view to their deli
by the navy of the United States.
By Mr. W. HUNT: For a ship canal aro

the Falls of Nt.igara, to connect Lakes Erie
Ontario, #500,000. Rejected.
By Mr. TIBBATTS: To strike out the item

the Hudson river as it now stands, and insert
continuing the improvement in the navigation of
Hudson river above and below Albany, in the S
of New York, #75,000. Agreed to.

By Mr. HERRICK: That #5,000 of the api
nriaiinn for the improvement of the navigation of
Hudson river be applied to iliat portion of said r

lying between the State dam, or Sloop-lock,
the foot of Grand Division street, in the cit

Troy. Rejected.
By Mr. SEVERANCE: To remove obst

lions in the lide-waiers of Kennebec r ver, so n

render more accessible the United States arsi

at Augusta, #15,000. Rejected.
By Mr. E. H. EWING: For the improver!

of the navigation of the Cumberland river, and
moving the obstacles therein, #75.000, to be expen
under the direction of the War Department.#30
to be expended on that part of said river above
town of Nashville, tnd #45.000 on that part of
river below the town of Nashville.
By Mr. BELL: Thai a portion of the appro

a'ion (amount not heard) be expended on that
of the river below the mouth of the Laurel river.

Accepted by Mr. EWING, and the whole
jected.
By Mr. SCHENCK: An appropriation of#

000 for the Cumberland road in Ohio; #150,00C
Indiana; and #150,000 in Illinois: by ayes 47, r

91, rejected.
It was now growing late, and there were yet m

amendmennts to be offered.
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON rose and said

there was no necessity to punish itself at this
hour by further progress on the bill, as it would
taken up to-morrow. He moved that the eomi
tee rise.
The motion being agreed to, the committee rc

And the House adjourned.

Wedkbsday, March 18, 1846.

IN SENATE.
The journal having been read.

PKT1TI0K8.

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Maui
Phelps, A, Company, and Maurice, Gold, A G
pany, praying the repayment of certain duties
ttnlly exa-.teu by the collector of the port of ^
York; which was referred to the Committee
Finance.
Mr. D. also presented the petition of citizens

Genesee county, Jfew York, praying the at
galion of certain treaties made with the Seneca
dianr, which was referred to the Committee on
diun A flairs.
Mr. D. further presented the memorial of citiz

the town of Pittsford, Monroe county, New Ye
praying the construction of- fortifications at
mouth of the Genesee river; which was referrec
the Committee on Military Aflnirs.
Mr. CASS presented the petition of Henry

Shoo'crnft, praying to be allowed in the aettlem
of of his accounts a credit for certain disbui
ments, and compensation for extra services rent

ed while Indian agent in Michigan; which was

ferred to the Committee on Indian Aflair*.
Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the r

resentative of John Baptiste Viscount de Lomag
an officer in the revolutionary .army, pray
to be allowed commutation pay; which was re

red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.
Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of

New Ifrnfu 11mi,,rim) Society, oravine the du

cation by Congress of an increased number
copico of the scientific works of the Exploring f
pedition; which was refe.rrtd to the Committee
the Library.

resolutions.
Mr. SEMPLE submitted the following reso

lion; which was agreed to:
firm/red, That thr Committe on Priests Land '.laimi

Inathictcdjto inquire into the rights of the ancient Frei
inhabitants of I'roria in the State ol Illinois, to lands
lots at that place, and if It shall be found that they
rights to lands or lota which hire not been cenftrmed. tl
to inquire and report what action it necessary to be tak
to confirm thsse rights.

THE SSfl.tTIA.
Mr. S. alao submitted the following resnlulic

which wen agreed to:
Resolved, ThaUthe Committee on the Militia be instn

ed to inquire Into* thr tapedieney of ornntrinf the mil
of the United States on the following basis, to wlti

lie 1 Within --h and every dutnot containing one thou
17 i*ud frrn- whlti male , itirruv III the I'lilled hi«tt>» o««r III

lue of twenty one and under the ugc of fclly years thru
ahull be raised, by voluntary enrolment or otherwise, on

company «f oae hundred miliilemru to lie »rgesii"<t en
lie di>cl|diued » uiey be |>rovidrd hy law; and the w hole, a

a( any part of them, may be celled into the eerviCO »( the Ub
ted Stales whenever Ceagr*»e may order it

*1 Whenever any pad ol the unlitia ehall be culled int
HI the service ef lite United Statea. they shall he bound I
ill. eerve for flee yeere unleM eooner discharge!
hc ft. All noa'Comnii.sioned oftlrere and officers of the line a

high » the rank of captain ahull he elected hy themem" compelU'.' each cotnpet y front tmong themeelara
"i 4 AH officers ehoee the rank of captain ahall he eppoiu
aa- ed by the Preaident of the Unlel States, he and with th
>ut and content of the Senate: l'i o»ii-4, Thit no o

fi-er tball lie eppoinled uiiieta he he taken from Ihcl" officers or man composing the milllia; and ell promotmr*hnlI he made fioiu the otH era or frhtn thu iaak> aceor.Uo
Ute to mailt
,j. 4- Officers to drill hy regiments once a year, end lo rt

ceive use forth' time, not exceeding one week."T P tieob company to drill once a year, or oileaer, if theri. think propei.
IttrOftTt or COMMITTEES.

^ Mr. ASHLEY, front the Committee on the Jutli
clary, reported u bill to refund a (inn imposed up«Tliomee Cooper, under the eeduion law, uccnn
pun led by a report; which wa« ordered lo be puned.

) | Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on N»)r ' val Affair*, submitted an adverse report upon th
. petition of Elizabeth Sevier; which wae ordered tind be printed.

RI.VKT AND STAFF RANK.^ Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Militor
the Affaire, submitted the following report; which wi
ore ordered to be printed:

The Committee on Military affair*, to whoi
ion wa» referred the memorial of eundry officers of th
it*, army of the United Statee at Corpus Christi, in r«

latton to stuff tank and brevet rank,
REPORT

That they have seen an order of the President (
the United Stalee, dated on the Pith day of th

on present month, re-establishing the regulation i

e(. August 13th, 1839, by President Jackson, in reli
lion to brevet and staff rank, and abrogating a

|)(. subsequent regulations in relation thereto; and b
lieving the said regulation of Auguat 13th, 1839,1

r #t be a correct exposition of the rules and articles
war in relation to the subject, and that the re-e
tablishnient of said regulation has applied the ad'

C a quale and appropriate remedy to the evils con

ver plained of in the memorial, and lias sut>erseded tl'

necessity for legislation on the subject, the coinmi
tee brmg back into tbe Senate the memorial con

ike 10 '^em, and pray to be discharged from t
further consideration,

mg Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Con
the mtttce on Pensions, submitted adverse reports upc
orti the |«titionN of Ell Hindi, Jemima Flood, and Eli

abetli Gassaway.
rith Also a report recommending the indefinite pes
ov- ponemeni of the bill granting a pension to Noah Co
lm. ner, winch were severally ordered to be printed
ted. Mr. J. elso, from the tame committee, asked th
iye. said committee be discharged from the further co

,r^> auieration of the peliuoni of Samuel R. Read ar

It,. George Guier, and that they ire referred to tl
Committee on Naval Affatra; which waa agreed tr

ha- Mr. J. alao, from the Committee on Pension
l^c. .v,n>i icu, wiiuuin niiicuumem, a mil expianaini

of the fourth aeclion of an act making appropri
nle linns for the civil and diplomatic expenses of tl

government for the year ending 30th Jane, 184
B.d and for other purposes, approved March 3d, 184.'

Mr. N1LES moved that 5,000 copies of a rece
on report of the Postmaster General lie printed for tl

use of the .Senate; which was agreed to.
hy REPORT or COMMISSIONER or PATENTS.

Mr. ATHERTON moved to take up the repcof the Committee on Printing recommending tl' printing of the report of the Commissioner of P
tents, and briefly advocated the printing ofthe nur

er ber of copies recommended by the committee, wl
had evinced their desire to economize by recommen

°' ing the printing of a much less number than Is
.> y«rMr. SEVIER entered into some historical detai
y. relative to the origin and progress of the pate

office, and expressed his great alarm in beholdii
lVI* the magnitude which it had assumed. It had r

tually grown up to be a branch of the governmei', He was quite alarmed at this. Their fathers hi
i

' »"' 00 very we" 'n their good old moderate wa
0®* with a |>aterit office confined to a single room in t
loea old post office. But now they had got a grr

granite building.and a commissioner.and a tea
e of clerks.ana connected with it, he believed.

IOC8 squadron of the navy, which had gone over tl
whole world to bring back atones, and foaatls, at

lase and Fejee wigs.
Mr. CASS. Egyptian mummies.
oar. ntvitR. Tea; ana also fcgyptian mui

lie" mies.and all aorta of seeds.turnip seed, ai
8 a8 cabbages, and lettuces.in fact, almost everythii'he he had heard of, ond a great many things of whiilltC8 he had not heard, with names which he could n
!nce make out at all, and had to get his friends from AI

bama and Pennsylvania to make out their meaniiuntl for lum. They had gone far enough in this buia,ld ness He was tired of this spending money for t
printing of a book about buckwheat and Indii

tV>r corn. Of the documents accompanying the Pre
'"r dent's message, full of valuable information relatit"e to the foreign relations, the finances, army, navy, I
utc dian affairs, and everything else of the country, on

fifteen hundred copies were printed. This (>ate1>rr>" office had gone too far ahead. It had absorbed tlll'c public printing in a great degree. It had nil turn
out just as lie had anticipated years ago when

ail<l was proposed to build that magnificent structur
V 0 He auppnsed if the revulsion of 1837 had not con

they would hnve proposed to build a greruc" national church alongside the patent office, so th
18 they might all worship there beside that nationcnal curiosity. He thought a stop should be put so n

where to that mnenificent humbug.the pale,cnl office; which had setusllv lecturers attached to
rr" ves, lecturers to teach farmers I He was a farm
onn ''imself, and he could those lecturers.he eoul000 Let ncnatnrs only think of it.lecturers to teach m<
1 ' how to s >w oats I He never went to hear such I*

' lures How much did the paient office eo
Could his friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr Cam

pri. RON,] iel'? No; he shook his head, he could n
Carl tell. Nobody e.nuld till. He supposed it cost mo

than the Stale Department. All of their old roi
re" modoresand their captains were instructed to fill

their vessels with seeds and plants, and all sorts
'">* trash, and to bring them to the paient office. I

in hoped his friend from Connecticut, [Mr Nilei
1068 who, with himself, generally stood at tha door

the tresury, and took care of all the money they h
any got there, would limit the number to five thousan

that would be quite sufficient A cart load of tl'"al document bad been sent to his village, (he did rlate |jve lr| or)e 0, (heir great cities;) and as he did n
"e carry on a great correspondence.he had a go

character in that respect, and he recommended I
example to other senators; he did not answer ai

>sa> letters at all; that was by far ths best plan.he d
not often hear from the postmaster, but one day
found him in a terrible pucker because the doc
mcnts filled up his room so thnt he could not tu
himself about. The fact was, that was not a ve
scientific place, and he (Mr. S.) did not ntovo in
literary circle; it was true they had some litera
characters in the village, but he did not belong
them. He thought that aix men could be found

lce> his village who would read the document, and thei
onv" fore he would agree to take six copies of the doc'"®* ment.
I,,w Mr. BENTON regarded the question as one mu

more important than the mere printing of a doc
oC ment. He was opposed to the system of expend)

the public money for the publication of a docuinc
jn made up in a great measure of communications ft
jn niahed in reply to circulars issued from t^e pate

office, by persons who had no object but merely
ens Fct ,'ie'r published in a public docuniei
^ The volume had swollen to one thousand pagiand at the rate at which it had grown, it wm:

I t() soon amount to two or three thousand papers. B
he was opposed to the principle of teaching t

H people agriculture in this way. It was the rema

| of a wise man, no longer amongst them, that if tl
rs<-- Rovernm8nt would undertake to instruct the peof
I in the art of raising corn, they would soon

re obliged to purchase the seed for them. It wns
vain ides, that of the government teaching the p«
pie agriculture. In the West, it was well know
that after the first year, the farmers had no occasii

' to buy seed. The only exception in his (Mr B'
r® State, had been that of a very learned genllcma^ whit liltfl nn<l*rtJllfor» te\ urella >. UaaIs aei th* nlvi*

the P'ant'nKc°rn. The expense of the work of i
bli- 8,nicl,n£ the people in agriculture was not the onl
nj- objection.that would be assuming n tavk nev

5x- oonicfplo'ed by the founder* of the governmer
on

"m' one would only tend to injure the agiculturiau. Let agriculture be left, ae in Englarand France, to the farmer* themselves, and to tl
periodical* and work* which were devoted to the

lu- interest* and pursuit*.Mr. CAMERON aaid that the objection raiw
he ontheicoreof expenae against the diffusion among!
nch the agricultural clause* of a work which had bee
h*d l"or with ro much eagerne**, wa» easily me

1(,n There was a surplus fund of more than f100,00(1
en the credit of the patent office, and it was only ju

that soma portion of it should be returned to th
people by the publication and circulation of a dor

ln ument which had met with euch unequivocal favo
' He could hardly undertake to reply Renotisly to th
« assaults which had been made upon the patet

jti, office aa a useful department of the public servict
It waa well known that at'that office intelligence i

once valuable and gratifying, vu dally received in
* relation to the prngreaaof all the useful aria amongst
e tha American people. In hie opinion on* of the high
J esi aima of government wut the encouragement of the
' aria ofcivilisation in a legitimate and pro|*r manner
' Thai Mid was gained in an eminent degree l>y iha pal
o ant office. Bui he would not go into en argument un
o that subject. Aa to talk about the ex penae of pub
^ lulling Una document, ail ha had to aay was, thai
u

no duubt aomu gentlemen wei« very anxious to
show their great deans to economize the public eXt-i«nditurea Perhaps at ihe proper lime he (Mr* C ) would evince an eipul dsaire to auain that end

e But he thought ihat, in the preasnl instance, the
n effort waa aomewhai forced. Ilia styecl in riaing
g was aimply to correct what he believed waa a miatappreheoaion on ibe part of the senator from Con'

necticut, (Mr. Nn.a«,] who had a an d that he had
y before him a pamohlat containing the report of th>

Coinmisaioiier of Patents, taausd by some publisher
in Philadelphia, and that aome members of Con

h greas had sold the document. It woo d huvs i>een
n more liberul and nearer I he mailt to have auppoeed

the fact that U|e Philadelphia publiaher, aware oi
t. the value of the document and na popularity, had

ordered an edition from the public printer for hi*
use That was a common procedure. He hoped

e that there would be no alteration in the number ol
0 conies recommended to be printed by the committee

Mr. NILES said he had a word to say. Stnct
this question wua up tha other day, he had lookct
into me nistory or me legislation on me sunject, s<

v tar aa there had been any to -sanction the compila
lion and publication of these reports, and he found
it to be this: in 1836 the patent office was reor

n canned, and raised from a mere clerkship, attached
'® to the State Department, into an indlependent bureau,or, perhaps he might say, an independent de

pertinent. In the act passed at that time, there wai
a section appropriating one thousand dollars to be
expended by the Commissioner of Patents in colielecung agricultural statistics. It was a mere approjfpriatlon, and could have no effect beyond the ensu|tug year. Since that period, there hae been annualjlly an appropriation or one thousand dollars for the

g. same object, until last year, when an appropriation
[0 of three thousand dollars was smuggled through
j Congress for procuring agricultural statistics, with.
o

out the restriction that it was to be expended by the
c Commissioner of Palenta. I say (anid Mr. N.]this appropriation waa smuggled through Congress.
)e because 1 believe that very few members of etthei

house knew anything about it; arid much lesa did
^ they know the object for which it was intended
(g No one can have supposed that this three thousand

dollars was designed to create another office, and kx
a provision for puying the incumbent. But such

r he understood, had been the fact; this sum had beer
>n given to another person, the gentleman who hud

formuly been at the head of the patent office, wht
had collected the information which made up tht

ll' present report. Wehnd now two officers, each re

cetving three thousand dollars per annum; om
who took cltarge of the patent office, and

at another who collected alatiatical informattor
n* and compiled the report on agriculture. Wha,d was a tnere clerkship a few years ago hac
le grown up to bean independent department,and war

now dividing itself and forming another distinct anc
' independent bureau, which might be called tht
<Y bureau of agriculture. We have taken tht
n* first step, and have to take but one or two stepi''r more, and this bureau will be established. Tht"» senator from New Hampshire Mr. ATHtaroM] mis
' understood his remarks the other day. He did nol
nt say that this proceeding was wholly without law
16 but he said it was irregular, and, in the extent It

which it had gone, was without any legal tegula
tion or sanction. What is the legal authority

irt Why, previous to last year, it has been an annua

le appropriation of one thousand dollars, to be ex
a. pended by the Commissioner of Patents in procurinjstatistics of agriculture. An appropriation bill (Joe.
,,, not usually involve an exosr.diture bevond tin
j. amount appropriated; but in thia case, the appro
1(t priatinn of one thousand dollars has grown into at

expenditure ofone hundred thousand dollars. Bu
|a the appropriation was for collecting agricultural sta
nt italics. And how has it been expended? Why, it
1g collecting materials consisting of essays on agricul
lC. tura subjects.some original, and others extract
it. from other publications.for a large volume, wbicl
nd is called a report. In this publication last yeai
y consisting of more than five hundred pages, ther
he were but two pages of agricultural statistics. It ha
>at none of the characteristics of a report, but is a vol
,m ume composed of essays and articles on various ag
u ricultural subjects, many of which had appeared n

|,e other agricultural publications in the country. H
1(j thought it time to put a stop to auch irregular ant

useleas expenditure*. He had a word to say in re

ply to the remarks of the senator from Pennsylva
n. nia, [Mr. Cameron;} he waa not miataken in hi
1(] remarks the other day in regard to these reporti
,c having been in the hands of the booksellers. Th
ch senator supposed the copy he read was a reprint o

ot this report. It was not so. The copy on his table i
a. our publication, and one of the copies printed by or

drr of Congress. No bookseller has republisheiS1t this report. They could purchase it cheaper tha
they could reprint it; and if they had reprinted tl

in they would have done it in a much cheaper form
The copies we have printed at the public expens

vr have found their way into the hands of ihe bool
n. sellers; and it was not fur him to say how they go
|y there.
ni Mr. ASHLEY next rose, and was about to repl;
hp to the senator who last spoke, hut gave way to
,,,) moiion, which prevailed, to proceed to the consid
;t eration of ihc
e. special order."the notice."
rlc The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid

eration of the notice, &c.
Mr. ARCHER addressed the Senate: It wn

seldom (he said) that a question was presente0 which demanded in ns great a degree fearless an
nl honest counsels as that before them. Not only th
l,; controversy |br a large territory was involved, be
*"r thcissues of the decision they should render, whio.
" were of still higher imporiance. The people c
rM 'his country desired to receive correct int'nrmatio
c in relation 10 this cnnlr 'versy, not to see their set
"

vanis there msnifest any feelings lhal would ovei
E look the merits of the question of whicli they wool

have to reap the b"iiefiis or sustain the calniniliei
re He deplored the violent invectives which had bee
T1" indulged in by the friends of the notice, and th
"P tone of the papers, as they tended to impede fair an

j free discussion. Even inthat body, so dusiingui.h
ed for its dignity and courtesy, they were told the

' ] the question was one of nervu and patriotism, an
that those who did not tsk# a peculiar view of th
question were deficient in these qualities. He (Mil<?' A.) avowed he had not nerve enough to involv

,IS his country in unnecessary danger, nor could h
lot respei t such nerve. As for |>a rioiism, he kne\
ot( too well how cheaply it could be purchased in thes
1 days to desire a like reputation for it. Hews
111 not ambitious of patriotism. As to the sense <
W honor in regard to his country, he believed thei

was no honor except in what was just. He hear
"e a great deal about the sentiment expressed by Com
u" modore Decatur."our country, right or wrong"rnto which he did not object, if it was understood t
ry say that we ought to assist our country when ei
a gaged in war, right or wrong; but if it implied a

ry obligation enter deliberately into war, right c
t0 wrong, for himself, and for his country, he abjureln a political morality like lhal. That was a queatio

of war or peace. He would not go into a detaile
:u* examination of the whole question, but would sin

ply repent that the question, reduced to ita real sut
cli stance, was, whether, by asserting their claims
u- the whole of Oregon, tliev were to have war, o
ng by limiting those claims by negotiation, they wei
int to huve peace. The senator from Oin# [Air. Ai
ir- len] had said, in the course of his rcmnHts, that h
int was anxious to prepare the hearts of the peopled
to this country for war. Now lie (Mr. Archer) wa
it. anxious to prepare them for peace.
Be; Mr. ALLEN. I am sure the senator does nc
ild wish to ascribe to me words 1 did not use. I tsk
ut this occasion to repeat what I thought 1 had often
he times defore stated, that, in answer to ccrtuin rt
rk marks made by the senator from Maseachusett
he with regard to the mode this government shoul
tie adopt of quietly debating measures, and saying bu
he little about them, I replied that I held just theoppo
a site of those opinions; that I believed the whol
o- state of the question, that all Ihe dangers which th
n, foreign relations of the country threaten to its peac«
>n should be fully made known to the country b;
s) open, full, und public dealings. And I remarked, i
n, connexion with that subject, if it was eeseniial t
ft prepare public opinion, and the minds and hearts c
n- the people, by the frank disclosure of the real sut
ly of the facte, they ought to lie stated, whclhe
cr war or anything else was to follow. It was nol
it. therefore, a declaration made indeoendent of nth*
ri- question*, that I wen ted to throw into the publi
id mind, end excite in it, a national predisposition t<
>e war. That we* not my meaning, as the eenato
ir will nee, and I am sure his candor and justice wil

lead him to accept this explanation. And I repeatid I take not back one syllable of what I uttered then
it It is printed and corrected by my own hand; i
n stands there, and I abide the erent, whatever it mat
t. be.
!o Mr. ARCHER had no disposition to impute t<
st the senator from Ohio any sentiments he had no
le avowed, nor had he meant to insinuate that he wei
! the reckleae advocate of war; for he supposed ihi
r- gentleman thought that war might be required bjis the exigencies of the question, and that the hearti
»t of the people should be prepared for it. Now, bii
s. (Mr. Aacnta'i) opinion was directly the reverse
it He thought the best efforts of every men should b<

to prepare lh<- hearts of the people for Mmptouiec Iand peace. Thai wu a ^ucauon of war, and w^t I
sort of a wari Wu it a war they were to raiiinai, t I
<>y the vh i* aunk or loen slsnithierei;' Not at allthat would lie a mo l errooeoua tootle of ratiraaun>
it, tntleetl. It would lw a war the moat deeiiuctn,of the element* of human prosperity that wu recordedin httmau htetory. It would be a very remarkableone in title view, that not a blow thte countrywould Ituve the power to inflict that would not recoilon our own abouhlere. They hail an ituereet intheaflaira of that power with wliom ihey were ig.
cited to go to war scarcely inferior to lhat they had
in their own. A picture had been drawn of the
trotpecto of thia country in cane the Union Was pre.nerved, and be lielieved nothing could be eaid «j.
iravagant on that aubjact. But what was the tali*,
men on which deluded the realization of the*
hope#? Peace ; because peace was essential to th«i
expansion and production by which theee hopreart
to i>e itabled. In annihilating peace you annihilate
commerce, and in annihilating commerce you annihilateall tendency to expansion. Now, he contendedthat that waa a question of war, and a war of ih«
character he had described. It waa not neceuery
10 prove that proposition. There was e territory,which, by their own concession, was held in cotr^

f mon occupation for 30 years; and the convention
under which it waa done was the reeull of their own

i proposition. During lhat period they had given uequal dominion to lhat power; and would any nuui
> say, that if they undertook now to settle the controversyby the strong hand of force.by seizing the

whole territory.there wee a power in the whole
world so contemptible as to eulmit to it/ Theyh'd been told ef the probability of Great Britain
assenting to the seizure of the whole by the
United States, and that by those who wste
still preaching htr arrogance and pride; but
if she had so much arrogance and pride, how
is it possible that with three characteristics ahc
would act of If they went for the whole of Oregonit would be tantamount to a declaration that we
are to have war. Now he wanted the people of the
c ountry to be apprised of the real character of that
war. How haa that question assumed the fearful
aspect it then had? How did it happen that the relationeeetabliahed between the two countries by the
convention* of 1610 and 16117 were sought to bedcIalroyed? If they were to have war it would be ooe
entirely unprovoked by our adversary; nor wee it
ooe that would conduct U> the object sought, which
waa Oregon. Now no man could diepute, that undertheae convention* the occupation of Oregon wee
absolutely inevitable by the people of the United
State*, if the relations between the United State*and

, England were not disturbed. They were told that
while one Englishman went to settle there under that

I convention, one thousand American citizens go then,
> as ihey hail a right to do, to occupy it. No one
. could doubt that under that arrangement the people
. of the United States in a few years would occupy
. it. But it is objected that if our cibaaii

go there they must be fallowed by protection
I But they were aot precluded from doing tnat by the
i provisions of the convention. They could bwild

loru, extend their lawe, establish Indian agenew
i and have a military force there. They ware pt»

eluded from none of theae.from nothing but one>(hat waa the giving of territorial righta. Now, ill
: the iww States of the Union were aettled in the aunt
, manner. People had alwaye gone into them at

first aa squatters, without their territorial rigkuB
. being recorded, under the certain conviction that it

a proper time their rights would be recorded. Not
; only would that be a war not required, but nothing
) could be more superfluous. It weuld not only be

war not required, or conducive to its object, but it
> would actually put out of the power of the United

Slates the realization of that object. Then it woald
not be a provoked war, nor conducive to its object;

7 and he would therefore aak, ould it be a just war

a Even if they had a clear and unquestionable title,
s lie would ask, waa the United Stales justified in he

course proposed? If he waa asked what was the
I title of Great Britain, he would say that had the
t none other, she haul a title under the United
. States. They had made the conventions, and four
0 times offeree! to divide the territory with bar,

in which she wes not the proposer, but rtsjected the offers. And it te at this tune,
l! after so long acknowledging the rights on

r, the part of other nations to make setllemeau
t that we are going to claim the whole: would that be
a just or honorable? Aa to the question of title, t

discussion of it, in all its sspects, had been objected
to. But he thought the people of the United States

a would not assert that litis by war, unless it waa
P shown to be a clear and unquestionable one. Com1promise and division were the true policy of the

United Stales. He believed the United Statea had
. a good title, and he could not think the Britiah govseminent had any disposition to contest that utle.
i But the question waa, Had we a clear title up to
e 54° 40'r It must be admitted they had not under
if the Spanish tide, derived from the treaty of 1819.
p That title had been ridiculed as derived from a

grant from the Pope in 1419; but he thought it wai
j not properly the subject of ridicule. The tide to ike
n great mass of property, municipal aa well aa neIuonal, was conventional. When, among nations, the

grounds of title have been recognised, it is a goed
f and valid title. If the claim of Spain to America,
k confirmed by the Pope, was at that time acknowl.edged by other nations, it was good and valid; and

indeed, had the pretensions of Spain, as allowed by
v the Pope, not been held as gnoa, there, would hardnly have lieen one of the States of this Union now

established. But we were the first to attempt to invalidateitie title of Spain, during the first negotiationsof 1818. In what a position they placed
themselvea now, by setting up that title! If right

* now, what were we in 1818 but setting up a
dishonest claim to title?.for the discovery of Gray
could not be good if Spain's title wasgood. If the
discovery of the mouth of the Columbia by Gray
gives us a rnlid title, there was no force in tht
Spanish title; if there wan force in the Spanish title,

' then our title by the discovery of Gray is invalid.
The doctrine of ihe Secretary of State on that topic
was a mistaken one. He said if we had one ground
f bile, and acquired another, we could make ueeof
oth. That was quite true; but they muat not he

repugnant tides, as these were; for if our title by
discovery was good, it must be that that of Spain
wr.a bad; if the S|>unish title waa good, there wu
no force in oure. Another ground there was on
which the title of Spain might be good. Undoubtedlyshe made the first discoveries.at least the wu
the first power whose ships sailed along the coast.
But it was replied (hat discovery gives no solid title
unless followed up by settlement; and she had none
on thie coast nortn ot the Columbia but Nootke,
which waa entirely abandoned by Spain. Another
ftnrpfi frnm urhirh Snuin miirkl hava rlsertvpil tltlt.

' Suppose ell the powers of the earth had assented
I to the pretensions of Spain, they would, although
lf unsustained by any facts or principles of public
" law, have been good |>y prescription. But this it
>' not so; for during all the time, her claims to exelu*sivesovereignty were disputed by both Russiesnd
d England, as well as by ourselves. It fcould not,

then, be a title by prescription. He had been sur-surprised at the extraordinary weight attached to
0 the Nootka Sound convention there. It had been
' said Great Britain had no title but what was derived
n from that; but he (Mr. A.) maintained that that
,r convention was not to assert a title, but to ascer('tain one on the part of Great Britain; and it wm
n found from the correspondence of Mr. Huskisson
,(l in 1824, that England asserted a parity of title
' with Spain, and that the Nootka convention fi««
>- and ascertains the title of Great Britain. If Greet
o Britain had recognised a title in Spain, how could
r, the contest relative to the seizures of ships, which
e led to the convention, have taken place, but that
Spam was asserting a title Great Britain had never

e recognised? Why, if she acknowledged the title of
>f Spain, should she take otTence at the seizure of
s ships, as it had been the policy of Spain always to

exclude foreigners from that coaat? But she did m><
'I admit the claims of 8pain, and she was ready at ail
« times to repel them by war. But he thought it wm
i* immaterial to know what the object ot the Noolks
;- convention was. He would submit to his honorsable friends whether there were not such doubts in
" this source of title from Spain as would not authorIIize them to go to war for it. One point mors h«
" thought worthy of attention, and that was, that by
*- sinci construction tue constitution ot the uniw
e Stales makes no provision for acquisition of Uf

ritory whatever; n«. not so much aa one acre for*
K dock-yard, Ac. But now it was said that disco*11ery gives us a title to 13 degrees of latitude. H«
« found no such power in the constitution of the Uni'fted States, although we were not inhibited from *«
e quiring territory ins way which had been used insM'
r era! cases to a large extent, under the treaty-making

power,or by purchase. Whot he had been endesvonnl
r to prove was, not that we had no title, but that we had
c not a title so clear and unquestionable to the whole
9 of the claims asserted by certain members of that
r body as to justify the consequence of war Hf

asked the attention of the Senate to the question of
war, for although nobody could suppose that, if
case of war, there would be a man in the l»nd
who would not austain it, yet it was very importantto consider what might be the consequence*
of the wsr that was to come He was ready w

assume, with the senator from Ohio, that, in th*
evnnt of war, we should be triumphant on every
wave and in every Held. He wse willing to rnneed*
that, by that war, they ahould occupy all the dominionsof Oreet Rrttsin on this continent, and *"

subdue her as to make her sue for peace. He ro";
not, indeed, ssaent to the opinion of the honorab1*
senator that England would not go to war singleihanded for Oregon; and he would remind the aenr


